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Members of the caspase family have been implicated as key mediators of apoptosis in
mammalian cells. However, few of their substrates are known to have physiological sig-
nificance in the apoptotic process. We focused our screening for caspase substrates on
cytoskeletal proteins. We found that an actin binding protein, filamin, was cleaved from
280 kDa to 170, 150, and 120 kDa major N-terminal fragments, and 135, 120, and 110 kDa
major C-terminal fragments when apoptosis was induced by etoposide in both the hu-
man monoblastic leukemia cell line U937, and the human T lymphoblastic cell line Jur-
kat. The cleavage of filamin was blocked by a cell permeable inhibitor of caspase-3-like
protease, Ac-DEVD-cho, but not by an inhibitor of caspase-1-like protease, Ac-YVAD-cho.
These results suggest that filamin is cleaved by a caspase-3-like protease. To examine
whether caspase-3 cleaves filamin in vitro, we prepared a recombinant active form of
caspase-3 directly using a Pichia pastoris overexpression system. When we applied re-
combinant active caspase-3 to the cell lysate of U937 and Jurkat cells, filamin was
cleaved into the same fragments seen in apoptosis-induced cells in vivo. Platelet filamin
was also cleaved directly from 280 kDa to 170, 150, and 120 kDa N-terminal fragments,
and the cleavage pattern was the same as observed in apoptotic human cells in vivo.

These results suggest that filamin is an in vivo substrate of caspase-3.
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Apoptosis is a system of eliminating unnecessary cells and
essential for development, organization, and homeostasis.
It is concerned with the removal of unnecessary cells dur-
ing processes such as immune selection, establishment of
the neural network, and inflammation. Therefore, apopto-
sis comprises a series of processes causing DNA fragmenta-
tions and morphological changes such as chromatin con-
densation, microvilli disappearance, shrinkage, and the
generation of apoptotic bodies, including the phagocytotic
removal of damaged cells (1-6).

Molecular research on apoptosis has been making rapid
progress since many genes involved in cell death in Cae-
norhabditis elegans have been identified. A mammalian
homolog of the cell death execution factors found in C. ele-
gans has been isolated, and its biochemical characteriza-
tion has progressed, resulting in its general acceptance
among cell death molecules (7, 8). Since the discovery that
Ced-3, a key regulatory gene of cell death in C. elegans,

! This work was supported in part by a grant from the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology of Japan.

? To whom correspondence should be addressed. Tel/Fax: +81-3-
5454-6739, E-mail: cishiura@mail.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Abbreviations: Ara-C, cytosine $-pD-arabinofuranoside; CHX, cyclo-
heximide; ICE, interleukin-1B—converting enzyme; Ac-YVAD-cho,
acetyl-Tyr-Val-Ala-Asp aldehyde; Ac-DEVD-cho, acetyl-Asp-Glu-Val-
Asp aldehyde; Ac-YVAD-MCA, acetyl-Tyr-Val-Ala-Asp methylcou-
marinamide; Ac-DEVD-MCA, acetyl-Asp-Glu-Val-Asp methylcou-
marinamide; AMC, 7-amino-4-methylcoumarin.

© 2001 by The Japanese Biochemical Society.

Vol. 130, No. 4, 2001 535

exhibits homology with interleukin-18 converting enzyme
(ICE) (9), several mammalian ICE/Ced-3 homologues, to-
gether called the caspase family, aspartate-specific prote-
ases comprising 14 members in mammals, have been iden-
tified (10-27). Concerning the morphological changes that
occur during apoptosis, it has been reported that some im-
portant structural proteins, such as lamin (28), «-fodrin
(29, 30), and actin (31), undergo limited proteolysis in apop-
totic cells. These cytoskeletal proteins are well-known sub-
strates for caspases. Some of these cleavage events are
considered to be important for apoptotic morphological
changes, but it remains to be learned whether the proteoly-
sis of other cytoskeletal proteins occurs, and whether this
has a significant effect on the apoptotic changes.

Using the human monoblastic leukemia cell line U937,
and the human T lymphoblastic cell line Jurkat, we focused
on screening for caspase substrates on cytoskeletal pro-
teins, and tried to elucidate part of an unknown regulatory
mechanism for the morphological changes. Here, we show
that filamin is a substrate for caspase. It has recently been
demonstrated by Browne et ol. that filamin is cleaved in a
caspase-dependent manner during Fas mediated apoptosis
of Jurkat cells (32). We confirmed that filamin is cleaved
during apoptosis induced by various stimuli including eto-
poside, camptothecin, Ara-C, cycloheximide, and H,0,. Fur-
thermore, we analyzed the detailed cleavage pattern of
filamin by caspase, and used a biochemical approach to
demonstrate that this limited proteolysis is catalyzed
directly by caspase-3.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Induction of Apoptosis—Human U937 myeloid leukemia
cells and human Jurkat cells were grown in RPMI1640
medium (Gibco BRL) supplemented with 10% heat-inacti-
vated fetal bovine serum (FBS, Gibco BRL). Exponentially
growing U937 cells and Jurkat cells were resuspended in
RPMI1640 medium with 10% FBS at 5 x 10° cells/ml. For
time-course analyses, the cells were treated with 10 pg/ml
etoposide (Sigma), 10 pg/ml camptothecin (Sigma), or 10
pg/ml Ara-C (Sigma) for 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, or 24 h, or 10 pg/ml
cycloheximide (Sigma), or 10 pM H,0, (Wako) for 0, 12, or
24 h. For protease inhibitor analyses, U937 cells were pre-
treated for 1 h with the appropriate concentration of Ac-
YVAD-cho or Ac-DEVD-cho (the Peptide Institute) and then
treated for an additional 8 h with 10 pg/ml etoposide.

Detection and Analysis of Internucleosomal DNA Frag-
mentation—Cells (5 x 10°) were washed with PBS and
incubated in 50 pl of 50 mM Tris-HCl (pH 7.8), 10 mM
EDTA, 0.5% (w/v) sodium N-lauroylsarcosinate (Sigma),
and 0.5 pg/ml RNase A (Sigma) at 50°C for 60 min. Five
microliters of 0.5 pg/ml proteinase K (Sigma) were added
and the cells were incubated for an additional 90 min. The
DNA was separated in gels containing 2% agarcse/TBE (89
mM Tris-borate, 2 mM EDTA, pH 8.0) buffer at 100 V for
50 min (33).

Measurement of Caspase-1 or Caspase-3-Like Protease
Activity—U937 and Jurkat cells (1 x 10°) treated with eto-
poside were suspended in 100 pl extraction buffer (50 mM
Tris-HCl, pH 7.5, 10 mM B-ME, 1 mM EDTA) and soni-
cated with a SONIFIER 450 (BRANSON). Ten microliters
of cell lysates were then diluted into 100 pl of assay buffer
(25 mM Tris-HCI, pH 7.5, 10 mM B-ME, 1 mM EDTA), plus
10 M Ac-YVAD-MCA or Ac-DEVD-MCA (the Peptide In-
stitute). After incubation at 37°C for 30 min, the change in
fluorescence due to the liberation of AMC (the Peptide In-
stitute) was monitored at 460 nm at an excitation wave-
length of 380 nm using an FP-777 Spectrofluorometer
(JASCO). Standard curves were prepared using solutions of
AMC in assay buffer.

Immunoblot Analysis—Proteins were subjected to 7%
SDS—polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis and then trans-
ferred to PVDF membranes (EIDO). The transfer buffer
contained 25 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.3), 192 mM glycine,
0.037% (wiv) SDS, and 20% (v/v) methanol. The mem-
branes were blocked with 5% skim milk in PBS containing
0.1% Tween 20 (PBS/Tween20). The membranes were then
washed three times with PBS/Tween20, and incubated
with anti-filamin monoclonal antibodies MAb PM6/317
(Serotec) or MADTI10 (Chemicon International). The mem-
branes were again washed three times with PBS/Tween20,
and then incubated with horseradish peroxidase-conju-
gated anti-mouse IgG (Vectastain). The antibody complexes
were visualized using peroxidase substrate (POD™ immu-
nostaining set, Wako). Quantitative analysis was carried
out with Image Master 1D Elite Prime Ver. 2.01 (Amer-
sham Pharmacia Biotech.).

Preparation of Recombinant Caspase-3—Hexahistidine-
tagged human caspase-3 was produced in methylotropic
yeast, Pichia pastoris, and expression was induced in YP
medium containing 0.5% (v/v) methanol as described previ-
ously (32). The His-tagged recombinant protein was puri-
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fied on a nickel affinity column (QIAGEN) according to the
instruction manual.

Preparation of Cytosolic Extracts from U937 and Jurkat
Cells—U937 and Jurkat cells were stored at —80°C until
used. Cells were lysed by sonication in ice-cold extraction
buffer as described above. Extracts were prepared from ali-
quots of 2 x 10° cells and contained approximately 20 ug of
total protein.

Preparation of Human Platelet Filamin—Human plate-
lets were kindly provided by Drs. Masaru Shimizu and Koji
Osada, Tokyo Women’s University School of Medicine.
Platelets were stored at —80°C until used. Platelets were
washed twice with H,O containing 1 mM PMSF (Sigma) as
described previously (34). Platelets were lysed by sonication
in ice-cold buffer as described above. Each extract was pre-
pared from an aliquot of 2 x 10® cells and contained approx-
imately 10 pg of total protein.

RESULTS

Treatment of U937 and Jurkat cells with etoposide induced
apoptosis. We assessed nucleosomal fragmentation in apop-
totic cells and measured caspase-1 and caspase-3—like pro-
tease activities using the synthetic substrates Ac-YVAD-
MCA and Ac-DEVD-MCA, respectively. DNA fragmenta-
tion occurred within 4 h, and as it proceeded, a remarkable
increase in caspase-3-like activity, but not caspase-1-like
activity, was detected using the fluoregenic substrates (Fig.
1, A and B). The proteolytic cleavage of caspase-3 was also
analyzed by Western blot analysis employing an antibody
specific for caspase-3, and the cleavage of the 32 kDa pro-
caspase-3 into a 12 kDa small subunit was confirmed (data
not. shown). Apoptotic bodies were detected within 4 h after
treatment with etoposide (Fig. 1C).

Using this system, we focused on screening for apoptotic
substrates on cytoskeletal proteins in floating cells, because
a series of morphological changes is a hallmark of apopto-
sis. Immunoblotting analyses with antibodies to a-actinin
and vinculin revealed no obvious changes in the state of
these proteins (Fig. 2C). On the other hand, a-spectrin, and
a-fodrin were cleaved within 4 h after etoposide treatment
as described (35, 36).

Importantly, we found that filamin, a major component of
actin filaments, was cleaved into 170, 150, and 120 kDa
fragments during apoptosis when the blots were probed
with an anti-filamin antibody, MAb PM6/317, against the
190 kDa N-terminal fragments catalyzed by calpain (Fig.
2A), and 135, 120, and 110 kDa fragments when the blots
were probed with MAb T110 against the 90 kDa C-terminal
fragments catalyzed by calpain (Fig. 2B). The time course
of cleavage of these cytoskeletal proteins is consistent with
the appearance of DNA fragmentation and the morphologi-
cal changes characteristic of apoptosis.

Similarly, U937 cells treated with campthotecin, Ara-C,
cycloheximide, or H,O, also underwent rapid apoptosis, and
the cleavage of filamin into 170, 150, and 120 kDa N-termi-
nal fragments correlated well with the morphological
changes seen in the case of etoposide-induced apoptosis
(Fig. 3).

Filamin is a good substrate for calpain in vitro, and
smooth muscle and platelet filamin have been shown to be
cleaved by calpain (37-39). However, the cleavage pattern
of filamin that accompanies cell death is obviously different
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from that catalyzed by calpain. The common appearance of
proteolyzed fragments in various systems suggests that
this cleavage is specific to apoptotic events.

Regarding the progression of apoptosis, it is known that
caspase, a cysteine protease, is activated and cleaves nu-
clear and cytosolic proteins. We focused on caspase, and ex-
amined the ability of caspase inhibitors to block the etopo-
side-induced cleavage of filamin using anti-filamin antibod-
ies MAb PM6/317 (Fig. 4A) and MAD TI110 (Fig. 4B). U937
cells were preincubated for 1 h with the caspase-1-like pro-
tease inhibitor Ac-YVAD-cho, or caspase-3-like protease
inhibitor Ac-DEVD-cho prior to the addition of etoposide.
Filamin cleavage was only slightly inhibited by Ac-YVAD-
cho, but the generation of all fragments was strongly inhib-
ited by Ac-DEVD-cho. Ac-DEVD-ho inhibited cleavage
with a concentration dependence over 1 p.M, and an IC50 of
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about 10 pM. The same inhibitory profiles of tetrapeptide
inhibitors on filamin cleavage were also seen in the case of
Jurkat cells (data not shown). These results suggest that a
caspase-3-like activity, but not a caspase-1-like activity, is
required for filamin cleavage (40).

It is known that caspase-3 plays an important role in the
execution of apoptosis, and in this system, caspase-3 was
proteolytically cleaved and activated as described above.
Therefore we tested whether caspase-3 could produce fil-
amin fragments of the same sizes as seen in U937 and Jur-
kat cells during apoptosis. We prepared a recombinant
active form of caspase-3 directly using a Pichia pastoris
overexpression system. The cleavage of filamin by recombi-
nant caspase-3 was assessed by Western blot analysis
using the anti-filamin antibodies MAb PM6/317 (Fig. 5, A
and C) and MAD T110 (Fig. 5, B and D). Incubation of non-
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treated U937 and Jurkat cell lysates with recombinant
caspase-3 resulted in cleavage to produce fragments identi-
cal in size to those observed during the apoptosis of U937
(Fig. 5, A and B) and Jurkat cells (Fig. 5, C and D). To con-
firm further the specific cleavage of filamin by caspase-3,
we examined peptide inhibitors for their ability to inhibit
this cleavage. The tetrapeptide aldehyde Ac-DEVD-cho
completely inhibited cleavage at concentrations lower than
10 M (Fig. 5, A-D). In apoptotic U937 cells, the generation
of the 170 kDa N-terminal fragment preceded that of the
120 kDa fragment, and the 150 kDa N-terminal fragments
appeared last (Fig. 5A). In Jurkat cells, the 170 and 150
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Fig. 2. Specific and rapid cleavage of filamin during etopo-
side-induced apoptosis. U937 and Jurkat cells were treated with
10 pg/ml etoposide for 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, or 24 h. Cell lysates were pre-
pared and analyzed by Western blotting using anti-filamin antibod-
ies: MAb PM6/317 against the 190 kDa N-terminal fragments cate-
lyzed by calpain (A); or MAbTI10 against the 90 kDa C-terminal
fragments catalyzed by calpain (B), and anti-a-actinin, or vinculin
(C), as described in “MATERIALS AND METHODS.” Intact filamin
migrates at a molecular mass of 280 kDa. The arrowheads on the
right indicate the 170, 150, and 120 kDa N-terminal deavage frag-
ments, and, 135, 120, and 110 kDa C-terminal cleavage fragments.
Molecular mass standards are indicated by the arrowheads on the
left.
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kDa N-terminal fragments were detected simultaneously,
with the 120 kDa N-terminal fragment following soon after
(Fig. 5C). Therefore, the cleavage pattern of the C-terminal
fragments were also the same as observed in apoptotic cells
in vivo (Fig. 5, B and D). The 110 kDa C-terminal fragment
formed in Jurkat cells in vitro is thought to be generated
because the caspase-3 activity is stronger than that ob-
served in apoptotic cells (Fig. 5D). These results demon-
strate that caspase-3 is capable of specifically cleaving fil-
amin to produce fragments identical to those seen in apop-
tosis-induced cells in vivo.

We then examined whether filamin from human plate-
lets can be directly cleaved by caspase-3 in vivo. Platelet fil-
amin was digested with caspase-3. Immunoblot analysis
using anti-filamin antibody showed that the partially puri-
fied 280 kDa filamin was cleaved to 170, 150, and 120 kDa
N-terminal fragments with a similar pattern to that ob-
served in etoposide-induced apoptotic U937 and Jurkat
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Fig. 4. The cleavage of filamin during apoptosis is prevented
by pretreatment with Ac-DEVD-cho, a caspase-3-like pro-
tease inhibitor. U937 cells were preincubated for 1 h with the indi-
cated concentrations of Ac-DEVD-cho, a caspase-3-like protease
inhibitor, or Ac-YVAD-cho, a caspase-1-like protease inhibitor, and
then stimulated with 10 pg/ml of etoposide for an additional 8 h at
37°C. For the determination of filamin cleavage, cell lysates prepared
from etoposide-treated cells were analyzed by Western blotting with
anti-filamin antibodies: MAb PM6/317 (A) or MAbT110 (B). The ar-
rowheads at the right indicate the cleavage products of native fil-
amin.
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Fig. 5. Filamin is cleaved by recombinant caspase-3 in vitro
and yields the same size fragments as seen in apoptotic U937
and Jurkat cells in vivo. Non-apoptotic extracts prepared from
U937 (A, B) and Jurkat cells (C, D) were incubated with or without
recombinant caspase-3 and 10 pM of a tetrapeptide inhibitor, Ac-
DEVD-cho, at 37°C for the indicated times and analysed by immuno-
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Fig. 6. Human platelet filamin is cleaved by recombinant
caspase-3. Platelet filamin was incubated with or without recombi-
nant caspase-3 and 10 pM of the tetrapeptide inhibitor Ac-DEVD-
cho or Ac-YVAD-cho at 37°C for the indicated times, and analysed by
immunoblotting with anti-filamin antibody, MAb PM6/317. The ar-
rowheads indicate the caspase-3 catalyzed products, and nonspecific
products (*) generated in the in vitro assay that are not dependent
on capsase-3. Using recombinant caspase-3, both in vitro cleavage
systems yield the same length cleavage fragments as seen in apop-
totic U937 and Jurkat cells in vivo, as indicated by arrowheads.

cells in vivo (Fig. 6). The above results clearly demonstrate
that caspase-3 directly catalyzes the limited proteolysis of
filamin during apoptosis.

DISCUSSION

We have demonstrated that filamin, an abundant cytoskel-
etal protein, is specifically cleaved during the process of
chemotherapeutic agent—induced apoptosis, and that this
cleavage is catalyzed by caspase-3, generating 170, 150,
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blotting with anti-filamin antibodies: MAb PM6/317 (A, C) or MAb
T110 (B, D). With recombinant caspase-3, both in vitro cleavage sys-
tems yield the same length cleavage fragments as seen in apoptotic
U937 and Jurkat cells in vivo, as indicated by the arrowheads at the
right.

and 120 kDa N-terminal fragments and 135, 120, and 110
kDa C-terminal fragments. We found that this cleavage
proceeds in a similar manner among different cell lines and
various stimuli induced by pharmacological reagents. Fil-
amin is known to form homodimers in non-muscle cells and
to regulate the three-dimensional organization of actin fila-
ments in the submembranous cortex. The N-terminal
region of filamin contains an actin binding domain, fol-
lowed by a semiflexible rod-like domain consisting of 24
tandem repeats, each approximately 96 amino acids in
length. Each domain is predicted to have six to eight short
B-sheets, and these repeats interact intramolecularly to
form a rigid rod-like structure (37) (Fig. 7).

It has been reported that filamin is cleaved by calpain in
vivo. For example, during platelet activation, calpain is
autocatalytically processed and activated by an elevation in
the cellular calcium concentration, and filamin is cleaved
and loses its ability to bundle F-actin (41). On the other
hand, calcium elevation also leads to calpain activation in
the process of apoptosis (42); however, the filamin cleavage
pattern is obviously different from the calpain—mediated
degradation described previously (37-39). Therefore, this
event appears to be specific for apoptosis. In fact, we
showed directly that this cleavage is catalyzed by caspase-3
using an in vitro cell-free assay system. Also the models for
the limited cleaved products in vitro were the same as
those observed in apoptotic human cell lines in vivo. Con-
sidering the elevation in the caspase-3-like activity in apo-
ptotic cells, these findings suggest that caspase-3, but not
calpain, may be responsible for filamin proteolysis.

In this study, we focused on filamin proteolysis in float-
ing cell lines and showed their common cleavage properties
during apoptosis. In contrast, it remains unknown whether
these phenomena are applicable to apoptosis in adherent
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Fig. 7. Schematic representation of the structure of filamin
with the predicted cleavage sites and functional domains.
The recognition sites of the anti-flamin antibodies are indicated.
The putative fragments generated by caspase-3—catalyzed deavage
during etoposide-induced apoptosis are indicated.

cells. Kothakota et al. showed that gelsolin but not filamin
undergoes proteolysis during apoptosis in murine fibroblast
1,929 cells stably expressing a chimeric receptor composed
of the extracellular and transmembrane domains of murine
CD4 and the cytoplasmic domain of Fas (43). To address
whether these phenomena commonly occur in adherent
cells, we chose C2C12 cells, derived from a mouse myogenic
cell line. Like other adherent cells, C2C12 showed no mor-
phological changes or DNA fragmentation when exposed to
apoptotic stimuli. In contrast, C2C12 cells transfected with
MtPK (myotonin protein kinase) containing CTG triplet
repeats at the 3" untranslated region underwent apoptosis
by etoposide and methylmercury (44). Although it is un-
known how these transformants gain susceptibility to apo-
ptotic stimuli, we monitored the occurrence of DNA frag-
mentation. In contrast to floating cells, the elevation in the
caspase-3-like activity in C2C12 cells was less, and no lim-
ited proteolysis of filamin was observed (data not shown).

These results suggest that caspase-3 or a caspase-3-like
activity correlates with filamin proteolysis in the process of
apoptosis. However, it is impossible to exclude the possibili-
ties that another homologue of filamin (resistant to caspase
digestion) exists in adherent cells, or that various phospho-
rylated states of filamin in different cell lines alter the sus-
ceptibility to caspase digestion. For example, the phospho-
rylation of filamin by PKA is resistant to calpain proteolytic
cleavage (45, 46).

An increasing number of caspase-3 substrates cleaved at
the DXXD consensus sequence have been identified. Ac-
cording to the primary sequence, filamin has 22 putative
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caspase-3 cleavage sites (37, 47). Specifically, there are
numerous DXXD consensus sequences between the 5th
and 6th B-sheets in each segment. But the full-length 280
kDa filamin is specially cleaved to 170, 150, and 120 kDa
N-terminal fragments, and 135, 120, and 110 kDa C-termi-
nal fragments. The time course for the appearance of these
fragments suggests that there is a hierarchy in the pro-
teolytic cascade, perhaps in part because not all potential
cleavage sites are cleaved by caspase-3. For example, a 170
kDa C-terminal fragment and a 120 kDa N-terminal frag-
ment appear at an early stage (Fig. 2, A and B). To esti-
mate the cleavage sites, we diagrammed the human fila-
min structure and predicted cleaved fragments (Fig. 7). The
actin binding domain is near the N-teminus; the furin bind-
ing domain is near the middle; the Bl-integrin and glyco-
protein binding domains, and the self-dimerization domain
are near the C-terminus of filamin. Calpain is known to
cleave at the hinge region between the 15th and 16th seg-
ments to generate a 190 kDa N-terminal fragment and a
90 kDa C-terminal fragment. Considering the potential
gites for filamin proteolysis, it is reasonable to predict that
the DNAD'™G sequence in the 13th segment would be
preferentially cleaved. Cleavage at this site is assumed to
generate a 170 kDa N-terminal fragment and a 120 kDa C-
terminal fragment. We assumed that cleavage of the C-ter-
minal fragment at the DNHD'®!G in the 14th segment
generates the 110 kDa fragment, because no DXXD se-
quence is found in the C-terminus of the 120 kDa frag-
ment. DNKD™'G in the 12th segment is assumed to be
subject to further proteolysis resulting in the generation of
a 150 kDa C-terminal fragment and a 135 kDa N-terminal
fragment. And a 120 kDa N-terminal fragment is assumed
to be formed by cleavage at DNGD'®G in the 9th segment,
because an appropriate DXXD motif is not found in the N-
terminus of filamin.

Although the physiological significance of the limited
proteolysis of cytoskeletal proteins has not been clarified, it
is postulated that these proteolytic events disrupt the cyto-
skeletal organization resulting in the formation of apoptotic
bodies. Therefore, it is meaningful that large molecules
such as spectrin and filamin are cleaved and produce frag-
ments. Also, gelsolin is cleaved and activated, and then
cleaves actin filaments. However, a-actinin, which bundles
actin filaments, and vinculin, which binds to actin fila-
ments mediated by «-actinin, are not cleaved during apop-
togis.

Recently, Browne et al. reported that filamin is cleaved
by 2-Val-Ala-Asp-fluoromethylketone—sensitive caspases
during anti-Fas antibody—induced apoptosis of Jurkat cells,
and that granzyme B cleaves filamin in a caspase-indepen-
dent manner (32). Moreover, filamin-deficient human mela-
noma cells were protected from granzyme B-mediated
death. These results suggest that toxic cleavage products
may be generated from filamin by granzyme B, but there is
no evidence that filamin cleavage products are toxic. There-
fore it will be important to determine cleavage sites by
caspase-3 and granzyme B, and then compare the physio-
logical meaning of filamin proteolysis.

Filamin is commonly expressed in various cell lines and
many tissues. It is postulated that its function is not only to
maintain the cell structure, but also to bind many signaling
molecules (48-51). Moreover, Fox et al. reported that muta-
tions in filamin lead to the X-linked dominant human dis-
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ease periventricular heterotopia, which prevents the migra-
tion of cerebral cortical neurons, and lymphoid depletion of
the thymus (52), and is considered relevant to cell death.
These findings indicate filamin is a very important mole-
cule as the target of multiple cytoplasmic signaling proteins
that control intracellular communication and differentia-
tion. Hence, the loss of filamin function causes severe de-
fects in embryonic development, especially in males (52).
Next, we will try to elucidate the physiological function of
filamin proteolysis in immune systems.
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